


Writing Effective Learning Objectives
What does an effective learning objective look like?

Specific - the objective is stated in clear, behavioral terms. It is a statt  :nt of whattl learner
should be able to do at the end of a course or module,

Observable & Measurable - learners must be able to demonstrate achievement of the objective in
a way that can be ascertained by the instructor. Effective learning objectives use “action verbs” such

‘describe” or “explain”. It is best to avoid verbs like “understand”, "know” or “appreciate” as they
are difficult to observe or measure.

What learning objectives are not...

Vague or unmeasurable
Example: Students will learn the programming language Python.
Vague - needs to be specific. What  actly will stuc 1ts learn? When?
Example: At the end of this course, students will gain an appreciation for good communication skills.
Unmeasurable - appreciation is not measurable. What will be gained?
A process description or statement of purpose
Example: Discuss the ways learning objectives can help instructors.
While this may be an appropriate goal for a course, it is not a suitak iIrning objectiy
An activity
Example: Students will write an essay on one of the major theories of the cause of glaciation.
This is an assignment, not a learning objective.

Sample Verbs for Learning Objectives

Kno = ! Ar " '1sis Synthesis Evaluation
Lite vescrioe Apply Analyze Arrange Appraise
Define Discuss Assign Calculate Assemble Assess
Give Explain Demonstrate Categorize Collect Check
Label Express Dramatize Compare Compose Compare
List le tify Employ Criticize Conclude Critique
Match Locatg lllustrate bate Construct Discriminate
Name Recognize Interpret Diagram Create Estimate
Recall Report Operate Differentiate Design Evaluate
Record Restate Practice Distinguish Determine Grade
Relate Review Schedule Examine Diagnose Insp
Select Tell Shop Experiment Dissect - Judge
State Translate Sketech Inspect Examine Measure
Tell Use Question Formulate Monitor
Write Solve Manage Research

Organize Review
Refute Value







